5th Annual Connecting
for Conservation Forum
Series
Saturday, June 17, 2006

Habitat Acquisition Trust’s
goal of hosting Connecting for
Conservation is to facilitate co-
operation and communication
among the many organizations
working on environmental
stewardship and conservation
projects in the Capital Region
District. This annual event
provides opportunities for in-
depth interaction with people
working on similar issues in
the community.
For more information:
www.hat.bc.ca
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For more information contact:
Jenny at 744-1710
or ferns@telus.net

GORP work parties thoughout
the summer as needed. Please

OMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

Food and Fire in Garry
Oak Meadows
Sunday, June 18, 2006

In celebration of Habitat
Acquisition Trust’s 10th
Anniversary Speaker Series,
Cheryl Bryce will present on first
nation’s traditional use and
management of Garry oak
ecosystems. Join a camas dig as
Cheryl tells us about her work
bringing the camas harvest back
to her people. Kids’ games,
nature walks, and a free salmon
BBQ lunch! Meet at 12:00 pm at
Matson Conservation Area, on
West Song Walkway between
West Bay Marina and Barnard
Park. Contact HAT to pre-
register, 995-2428 or
hatmail@hat.bc.ca. www.hat.bc.ca
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Volunteer with the Garry Oak
Restoration Project!

Gear up for fall and plan to join GORP’s
volunteer crew. Most of the active
restoration takes place in the fall and
winter. Spring and summer are good for
monitoring, inventories, education and
pure enjoyment!

check our website: www.gorpsaanich.ca

Call for volunteers:
Victoria Butterfly Count

We are always looking for keen-
eyed volunteers so get out your
tield guide! James Miskelly is the
count coordinator; give him a call
at 477-0490.
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Camas Park Update:

The bike lane expansion on
McKenzie Avenue began this
spring. BC Hydro poles and
utilities lines have been moved and
construction of the bike lane
itself is expected to start this
summer. Saanich engineering has
worked hard to keep the impact
on the Camas meadow to a
minimum.

“When the oak is
felled the whole
forest echoes with its
fall, but a hundred
acorns are sown in
silence by an
unnoticed breeze”
[...or by volunteers!
sic editor].

- Thomas Carlyle

Articles and Ideas wanted!

Do you have information about
Garry oak ecosystems to share
with other Garry oak ecosystem
enthusiasts? Do you have
suggestions as to-what
information you’d like to see in
Go Restore!? Please send me
your comments and ideas to:
dechainn@saanich.ca
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Submissions and questions

can be sent to the Editor:

Nathalie Dechaine
Environmental Education Officer
The Corporation of the

District of Saanich

770 Vernon Avenue

Victoria BC V8X 2W7

Phone: 475-5475

Fax: 475-5450

dechainn@saanich.ca
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2005
Garry Oak Research
Colloquium
Coming soon to
WWW.Q oert.ca

Also...
GOERT’s 2005
Year in Review and
2006 Workplan
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Where have all the flowers gone?

(Notes from Emily Gonzalez’s Lecture)

In her presentation, ecological detective
and PHD candidate Emily Gonzales begs
an even bigger question, how do
ecosystems work? She reveals that this
isn’t rocket science; in fact, it is much
more complicated than that!

Emily’s research project attempts to find
out what processes find out plant
communities in Garry oak meadows. She

is trying to determine if and how
competition (by invasive grasses) and
herbivory are contributing to the demise
of Garry oak ecosystems.

So far, her research reveals the impact of
these factors may depend on the nature of
the site. For example, although exotic
grasses had no effect on the establishment
of native forbs in shallow soil sites, some
native species established at lower rates in
the presence of exotic grasses in deep
soils.

Emily also expressed concern regarding
native plants’ ability to disperse their
seeds, particularly when islands of habitat
are far away from one another. So, in her
spare time she collects and propagates
animal scat (one of the many joys of
being an ecologist) to see which plants are
being dispersed in this manner, native or
non-native.

So, where have all the flowers gone?
According to her research the following
statements are becoming clearer:

*  Non-native grasses now dominate
most oak ecosystems, but their
invasion may not be driven solely
by competition

*  Herbivores reduce the
performance of native plants

*  Competition reduces
establishment of native plants in
deep soil sites

*  Herbivores may also spread non-
native species through their feces

How do these findings inform us as
restorations? By determining what
processes are most significant, and how
they interact with one another, hopefully
we can increase our efficacy. Emily
recommends that we remove non-native
biomass, augment areas with native species
and exclude herbivores from restoration
areas. In other words, we are doing exactly
what we are supposed to, so Go Restorel!
Now what do we do with those rascal
rabbits?




GORP - A Restoration Year in Review

In 2005 the GORP had 50 registered volunteers. Along with community and school groups, these hard
working volunteers came to 25 work parties and contributed 807 hours to the project! They removed large
amounts of ivy, blackberry and broom and planted native species to prevent re-establishment by these
invasive species. On some of the GORP sites, we can finally claim that invasive species are being kept in
check.

Some other highlights this year include: launching the GORP’s first native plant salvage and transplant work
parties where hundred’s of camas bulbs were transplanted to the Wetherby and Playfair Parks. Mahon
Brook has a new centennial trail, the Strategic Plan was updated and many of the GORP sites have new
signs. The GORP hosted an orientation for new volunteers, a Site Steward meeting, two trainings, the
annual volunteer recognition event and sponsored the Community Educators to attend the Educator’s
Guide workshop.

So what can the GORP look forward to in 2006? The GORP is always seeking to solicit more participation
and support from the community, adjacent neighbours and schools. Our Community Educators are key to
increasing awareness and understanding of our management strategies, like not mowing certain areas, or
removing “pretty flowers” such as daffodils, crocuses, and bluebells. Hopefully the neighbours will help us
remove these and other weedy species (dandelions, oyster plants, thistles and poison hemlock etc.) that are
appearing in mass quantities, especially in seasonal mow zones and areas where we mulch with oak leaves.

The People
There were tremendous changes with
the people involved with GORP in 2005.

In summary, here are the comings and goings
in the cogs of the GORP wheel.

The GORP said “fairwell” to:

Pat Johnston —Coordinator of Volunteers

Johanna Burgar - Site Steward (Camas)

She’s off to Oxford in October for a one-year MSc in Biodiversity, Conservation and Management. She is relishing
the opportunity to study at their International School of Geography and the Environment and thinks it will be a
great opportunity to learn about conservation management strategies from a global perspective.

Peter Allen - Site Steward (Feltham Park)
Peter decided to resign as the Site Steward from the Feltham site because of other commitments, but at least GORP
gets to keep him as a Restoration Assistant.

Carolyn MacDonald - Sterring Committee Chair
(Actually, this is more of a “see you later” than a “fairwell”)!

The GORP also welcomed some new faces to the team in 2005:

Jenny Eastman ( and Jasper)

— Coordinator of Volunteers
A life-long resident of Saanich, Jenny has been digging in the dirt doing
restoration work for many years as a Girl Guide, university student, high
school teacher, and native plant enthusiast. Jenny’s work experience includes
time as a biology teacher, park interpreter and coordinator of volunteers.
Jenny shares her life with her husband, Brian and twenty month old son,
Jasper. Her free time finds her hiking, kayaking, reading and planning her
next adventure. Her favourite Garry oak ecosystem recipe is Oregon grape
jelly. Yum!

Jacquie Elrick

New Site Steward Playfair Park
Jacquie is working on a diploma for the RNS program, which she discovered after
volunteering for the trail building project at Swan Lake/ Christmas Hill Nature
Sanctuary. She has a background in landscape maintenance and holds a
horticulture technician certificate from Kwantlen College in Langley. Jacquie likes
the use of natural materials in landscapes such as live fences and shrub borders,
building rock walls and steps, and using practical solutions such as bioengineering
techniques like wattle fences. She is interested in learning more about salvaging
plants and participating with everyone else involved with the GORP.

Dr.Valentin Schaefer

Steering Committee Member
Val lends his expertise to the GORP Steering Committee as a registered professional biologist
and an ecologist. He moved from the mainland where he was the Executive Director at the
Centre for Environmental Studies and Urban Ecology and a biology instructor at Douglas
College. He is also an environmental educator who has conducted numerous community projects
promoting nature in the city. He now oversees the Restoration of Natural Systems program and
sits as the representative from the University of Victoria on GORP’s Steering Committee.

Martin Anderson

i New Site Steward Camas Park

2 Martin is a retited chemistry teacher and consultant from Washington state. He was looking for
an environmental project in which to get involved and in 2004 he saw the GORP tent at a local
event and signed on to help on site restoration work. He has since attended work parties at all
but one of the sites, and will become site steward at Camas Park in July. Martin is also the only
historical researcher for the GORP. He recently joined the board of the Garry Oak Meadow
Preservation Society and volunteers as a tutor with Project Literacy Victoria.

Nathalie Dechaine

Steering Committee Chair
It’s been a wonderful learning experience to be involved with the GORP. I welcome your ideas
and suggestions to help make 20006 if not more than, as successful as 2005!




